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oe 


Basis for investigation: 


At 1020, & August 1948, this headquarters was advised by letter, dated 6 
August 1S48, originating et Hq, Air Meteriel Command, Dayton, Ohio, to conduct en 
investigation pertaining to an aerial phenomena reported by varions people within 
Facts: 6th OSI District, 


At O9L5, 10 August 1948, Lt Colonel Cropper interrogated 
kr, (ipeiagtensgy , &obins Air Force base employee, regerdin; 
an aerial phenomena witmessed 6 ile on duty at Robin 
Air Force Base the night of 23 July . MEBMrieted th: 
exact time and vertinent facts regercing the phenomena. 
eppears to be a competent and auelified observe:. 


On 19 Angust 1948, Special Investigator Cassidy contected 
Robins Air Force Base Flight Operations and the Base Weather 
Stetion. All reports pertainine to weether comiitions an 
relative time substantially support@ii@§fe statements made 
to Lt Colonel Cropper. 


On 12 August 1945, S/A Montgomery, Lilith CIC Det, contacted 
personnel at the Atlante Nevel 4ir Base and edjoining municimiiity 
regerdine a reported esriel phenomena. It wae generally arres< 
thet the phenomena resembled e shooting ster, despite the fact 
that course and eltitode did not correspond to the characterintic: 
of such an aerial phenomena, 


During the period, 24 = 27 Aug 1946, Special investigetor korris 
interviewed seven (7) residents of Augusta, Ge. regarding reporied 
aerial phenomena, It wes concluded tnust objects observed were not 
eircraft, but probebiy of meterotc neture. 
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jase on the night of 23 July 1943, 
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Project "SIGN" CHARACTER: Special Iavestigation DATE: 9 Sep 1943 


PILE NOs 333.5 (24-1) 


% 


0945, 10 August 1943, Lt Colonel Gropper, Acting Listrict 


Jomiander, Ota District Office of Special Investigations, interrogated 


. Robins Air Force Base employee, regarding an 


~aenamena witnessed b Pwaile on duty at Robvins Air Forse 


3 


The following is a transeript of 


faat is your full name, ags, aidress, and employment? 


Re. I am 23, unmarried, and live a 


lason, Georgia. I am a member of the Transient Jlaintenance Aler% 
Crew on the midnignt shits - 2400 to 05' 


Do you recall the date and tine that you saw this ooject? 

ft appeared on Friday night, the 23d of July 1243 between 01,9 
and O150 hours, Bastern Standard Time, i was standing fire guard 
on a Ceg7, directly aeross from Overations, ami | had to 
down the take-off time wich was between 0140 and 5150, 


that was the weather condition? 
Good visibility and no clouds, 
ere thers any lights arouml you? ntside lights or ceacons? 


vn not sure wnether the flood lights on she hancar were on or 
off. I was facing the north looking away from any oossible lights. 


In what direction did you sea this object? 


4 ms coming ous of the north, I was facing ‘the north and 
etually didn't see it until it got overhead, is i+ same out of 
he nerth and was in my view for about twenty seconds, The last 
I saw ef 1% the object was taking a southwest course, 


L 
2 
re 
b 


Deseribe in your own words what you actually saw from the tine 
Ls appeared until i+ disappeared, 


The first thing I saw wes a stream of firs and I was umiecided 
3 +o what it could be, mt as 14 om owerhead, 1+ as 2 Cairly 
ear wxtline amd apveared so ce 1 cylindrical inanead 2 2cjses 
ith a long stream of Pire coming ot of “he tail 
re it vould not be a jat since have coserved Pesia in Plichs 

ight on sro oceasions, 
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fT: Project "“SIGN*® CHARACTER: Special Investigation DATE: 9 Seo 1948 


TILR 


FILS NO: 333.5 


DBTAILS: (Cont'd) 


(24a) 


Approximately what was the height and altitude of this object? 


three thousand feet - - 1% could be lower or higher, at nicht 


it is difficult to judge distance, 


What was the size and shape in comparison to the trail of firs? 


The trail of fire was longer than the cylindrieal shape of the 


object. 


Yaa the entire object illuminated? Describe its 


NADA. 


I noticed a faint glow on the deily of the wingless 


a phosvhorsscent glow, 


Are you familiar with shooting stars? 


yoject - - 


Yes Sir. 1 thought at first it was a shooting star or a meteor, 
but a shooting star ?alls perpendicular, This object was on a 
straight and level plane, hen it disappeared 1+ ijisapveared 


from sight due to distance rather than drop. 


How did it differ from a shooting star or neteor in size and 


shape? 


sal in shape, 

What was the color of the light? 

ft ms a trailing faint bine flame. 
jaa thers any moonlight at this time? 


I didn't cay too mech attention to the noonlizns. 
say far sure whether there was a moon, 


1ave only seen one or two meteors and they apvear to be round 
or gore or less ball-shaped amd this object was long and cylindri- 


[ wouldn'+ 


Where did the light that illuminated the shape of the object 


seen to come Prem? 


+ looked lize it was clase “o “he pottom eck, 


Mid it gives yom the impression that *here wera windows 
i did =ne decks aprear +0 be divided into sentions? 

{ am sot sure, It wowld be hard So tell if there sera 
1 a divided deck could not ba “eecenised Trom “hare 


ee a? 


SUBJECT: Project "SIGN" CHARACTER: Sresial Investigation Dats: 9 


yeas 4Ale 
art 


FILS NOs 333.5 (24-1) 


DSTATLS: (Cont'd) 


2. 17. 
A, 276 
1. 18, 
to Ae 
A. 19. 

a 
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Ae Zhe 
Qe 22e 
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Did yo read the newspaper account of the two civilian pilots 
sno saw this strange object about the same time and did the 
caper's description seem to refer to the object you say? 

I read the write up about the rate of sreed. [ lJon'+ see how 
they could tell if it had square or round windows but the 
deseription seemed to fit my imoressions, 


Vas there anyone with you when you saw this object? 


yas standing in front of “lo, ngineg and Lod 


$0 call the compilot's attention to the object in yy. He 
4 
i 


had alrsady put his headgear on before I could <8% his astent 


% 


snd She object was gone, 
With whom did you ?irst diseuss this matter? 


ve 


f sailed the tower and asked them if they saw it they 


that was sheiz reaction regarding this objecs? 


They thought I was drunk or seeing things, 


tors yo wmsually fatigued at this sime? 


No Sir, { had been merely reading Air Yorce nagaszines prior to 
this time, 


Have you ever had occasion to read much or study Air Force 
tagasines, experiments with cuided missiles, ».jee%s, or similar 
na terial? 


No Sir, only what I could get ont of Air Force and Aviation 
nagazines, 


Were yon in the Air Force during the var? 


Yes Sir, I was an Aireraft Engine Mechanis with a rating or 
Suek Sergeant in the Ninth Air Farce, 


“3 Shere anyone alse on ne fase wo aaw 3213 sartienlar volecs 


saat yom ‘mow of? 
») Gir 
nat cyne of constrnetion, color, 1a. i sa*ertal | is 


30%  .Onear —9 resemola? 
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SUBJECT: Projeet "SIGN" CUARAGTER: Special investigation DAlS: 9 Sen 43 
FIIS NO: 333.5 (24el) 


RETAILS: (Cant'd) 
1. 24. 0 would say that 14 looted like it was about the size of a B29, 
It might have been a little larger, in circumference, it ms 


too large for a jet. I% seemed to ba a dari color and cons trueted 
ef an unknown metallic tyve material, 


ig 25, “Rat would you aay its sveed was in comnarisen with other type 
airersafrt? 


A. 25, About seven hundred miles per how, 


1, 26. How did you arrive at shat estimate? 

i» 26, C have seen 7-30 and P34 type airorafs flying but this was one 
ot the fastast objects I have aver seen, I saw German V<ls in 
the summer of 1944 and <hey were fast, cut this one was even 
faster, This object wag uch Jarcer, A ¥-l is very omall and 
only aade about three hundred miles ver hour speed, 


» 27, tow did 1s disarcear? 


\. 27, Just live an airnlane ia normal flight fading ascy Srom normal 
vialon, 


, 28, ‘as share any sound or cdors at shat time? 


+ 


a, 25, I heard ne gourd ami everything was quiet, ‘9 engines vere 
amning up at that tine, 


2. 29, How about the mencuverability and exhavat trail of shis object? 
A, 29, i% was flying straight and level and took a changing southwest 
courde while in sight, ‘The flame seemed to be longer, nayde 
due © the object moving through the air, 
le 39, Had you sonsumed any alcohol in the preceeding four or five hours? 
\. 30, No Six, I deo not drink. 


>, VW. Sid yom aver see any clanes in ‘2nuek tocers® tovies “has resembled 
ita cbjeat? 


+ 21, “aybe she length and rouniness resembled 974 a4 far oa the winca, 
maldn's tell if this object had any, 


12, that did yp say yore odneaticnal “se’comrd ana > owsea 
<verionce mst 


2, - Mi a 222 4ehool =recyvate wd . jas 22 99m wr ores Cor Your 
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NBJECTS Prejacs “5iG8" CHARACTER: Greeial Investization DATE: 9 Sap 45 


PILS 20: 333.5 (24-1) 
DRTALLSs (Cont'd) 
1s 336 How Long have you worked here? 
te 33, Sinwe Sentembar 1947, 
te Bhe ‘hen did you get -ut of the Air Pare? 


AS. 34. J was diacharged tn “arch 1947 as an onlisted -aserre Buck 
ergenat engineer, 


ie 35. Ia there anything further you would iilke to add te sid in this 
“valuation? 


» 35, ‘Yas Siz, During the Dattle of the Sulge, a -arcean’s and nyself 
eere on guard duty and saw something that resexbled this object 
la question. e later found that we had witneswed the lannching 

¢ a German Je2 reeket, I carried a streaa of fire that more 

av lesa resembled this object. Thia object Locked like rocket 
srowmuision rather than jet crovalaion, “ut the speed and size 
a8 pmoh ocoater, 


}. 36, Did the altitude, speed, ami size of this chjeck have any 
{niilarity to a meteor or shooting ster? 


4 37, hat olae oid von assneiate your thenghts with shen you Cirat 
naw this object? 


1. 37, Tb looked like a rocket and was the ghave of wn (Gel. [% vas 
soo large for an ASel, Ay final conalusion was that 1% as 
cnergized by reeket% prorulsicn, 


. 33, Vere you exeited enen you told the other >eonla adent this 
object? 


. 338, No Sir, Thay more or less kidded me about i+ and ves 
that Tlizht Service wanted to see =e. 


’, 20 iid pom *alk to ‘n “ligns Jervica? 
salked to 2 man over the interrhone system ut ‘1a 10% mow 
3 name, Je mented to “mew whether I was a clvilien or nilitarr 
ma asked me a lew questions, hink Tlicht Jervice surned 
v7) er %o r Javanse Jommami the next corning, 
ge 1) DER 5200.10 
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July 13, 1961 


Maj. William T. Coleman 
SAF OI-3 

Room 4G-922 

The Pentagon 

Washington 25, 0D, C. 


Dear Bill: 


On m 


of accumulated flying saucer material, I« 


y return from the western swing I find a sizable amount 


Friend, and Coldnel Evans for all of th 


suggestions for improving our chapte 


On my western trip I ran into a Sighting that was a 


honey, [was driving on Highw 94 from E 


lexas to Alamogordo, 


New Mexico, and | was in the itskirts of the latter city, having just 
, 7? BJ 


turned west where the road meets the one coming from Las Cruces 


ind the Holloman Air Force Base, The tirne was 4:00 p.m, The sun 


} 


was shining, although the sky was heavily clouded toward the west, It 


K 
had clearly been raining in the mountains and heavy y dust storms had 


forced me to stop two or three times along the highway. I s suddenly 
startled to see a V-shaped formation of flying saucers heading eastward 


rectly toward me. T hey appeared to have a reddish glow and we 


moving very rapidly. I had t they were nearly at 
cloud level, Chey approached n uddenly seemed to drop 
inon me, I then realized that they were merely a grouping of tumble- 


rhaps, some 


y the illumination 
“ta. 
terpret the 
IIB, he report 
t \ 
pu a, J Ooi north, i ha q 
od ti 5 Or Estimates ot il dur ) ) $1 
the ity t a ) ) 3 hti 


temperature inversion was 


ample to magnify some of the radar and optical 
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especially, could have been deflected back to the grounc 


moving object might have been some 


plane itself, Is there any additional information abo. 


claimed to have checked tr le of . 
deciding that it moved stars? So iat 
it might have been autokinesis, iuless this motion was really v y 
sizable. 


one from the south, where airline seeing 


4 ce nut Certain roughness of the air which, acco g to your own 
observation iueé to forest > or oil Ll f y som of 
th jort, 
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Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT, 
INCIDENT “INDEA 


1, Aatrononioal 


a. Eigh probability: 
#26, 27, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 48, 49, 59, GU, 66, 69, 70, 94, 
9>, 96, 97, 98, 101, 102, 103, 104, 116, 119, 132, 156, 140, 
147, 148, 198, 174, 184, 185, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
212, 238, 


b. Fair or low probabilitys 
#iS, 20, 23, 24, 26, 3b, 35, 46, 60, 63, 67, 86, 82, 53, 1CO, 
112, 120, 121, 122, 130, 144, 153, 165, 166, 167, 175, 192, 
199, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240. 


2, Won-astrononioal tut suggestive of other explanations 


a. Balloons or ordinary alroralts 
#5, 21; 22, 41, 42, 53, 54,°75, 81, 83, 91, 92, 125, 134, 115, 
326, 132, 136, 141, 245, 155, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
169, 171, 173, 178, 180, 182, 188, 190, 194, 195, 196, 193, 
200, 201, 269, 21u, 217, 222, 235, 257, 239. 


b. Kookets, flaras or falling bodies: 
#4. 6,6, 1, 8s 9) 12, 15,24, 15, 36, 25, 56, 65, 78, 106, 107, 
108, 109, 133, 170, 211, 218. 


0. Misoallansous (reflections, auroral stresners, birds, ato.): 
#39, BS, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 221, 2351, 254. 


3, Won-astrononioal, with no explanation evident 


a ack of wvidence precludes explanations 
W538, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118, 
125, 327, 257, 159, 149, 160, 177,. 179, 1912, 206, 212, 215, 
229, 232, 233. 
b, Evidence offered suggests oo explanations . 
Fi, 25 20, 17, 21,259) ST, 40, 81,.62, 66, 61, 62, 64, 68; 71, 
75, 76, 77, 79, 8, 105, lll, 122, 135, 151, 152, 1%, 162, 
168, 172, 176, 185, 185, 195, 207, 215, 225, 224, 225, 226, 


24, 
7. 2364. 241. 242. 243. 244 
,: 2, 24: td, 
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left Houston, Texas at 3:0 2M Mastern Standard Time, 
July 22, 1948, At O25 EST, we sighted a strange objec 


I was flying co=pilot for Can: on Trip 576 wnich 
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iday night, 
coming 


toward us at a high rate of speed. We were at 5000 feet and our 
position was 25 miles southwest of Montyomery, “Ala. Thestrange 
object nad a stream of red fire coming from its tail. 1 assumed 


that it was a jet tyve airplane of the Arny or Navy but as 


it came 


nearer I could see that it was mich larger than any Army or Ne 


I have ever seen or read about. It passed us on 
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sis is purel) y @ rough estimate. We wersholding a 
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our DC-3, I estimate its sneed “tn the neighborhood of 700 


commass 
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fly ing ne dag “and Sarai I waakd could see no wings supporting 


the object, 


The object was cigar shaved and seemed to be about a bundr 
length, The fuselage avneered to be about three times the 
of 8 Be29 fuselage, It had two rows of windows, an uoper e 
The windows were very large and seemed square. They were 


ed feet in 
circumference 
end a lower, 
white with 


ight which seemed to be caused by some type of combustion. I estimate 
thet we watched the object at least 5 seconds end not more than 10 
seconds. We heard no noise nor did we feel any turbulence from the 


object. It seemed to be at about 5500 f 


I csked oR lant we hed just seen and he said 
know, Can then contacted the Lge 4 radio operate 


+, and axsed him to contact LawsonFld at: Ft Benning, Ga. 
out if the Army had any jet or experimental planes in the 
company operator ‘called us a few minutes later and stated + 
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then reported back to the company redio operator saying that a strange 
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We passed up Columbus becmse of ground fog end dontimued on to Atlanta, 
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Miami, Fla. 
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uthwest of Montgomery, Ma. July 2h, 1948, as we were on 
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‘ner source, 
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After extensive investigations and studies; and consicsration 


13$¢ible approaches and data pertinent to suggast at leaat cae valid 


pothesta or explanation to the sighting were exhausted --- the 
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Investigation by OSI dtd 2 Nov 48 and 16 Nov 48 
TR # 102+122-79 dtd 20 Dec 1948 


5 
i 


> 
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c Aircraft Movement Data 
D Investigation dtd 9 September 1948 


E Acent Report dtd 11 August 1948 


F (Extracted for case ‘td 26 July 1948) 
G Eastern Airlines Report 
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Newspeper Clippvinzs and Magazine Article, 
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The glow reminded Chiles of a blue Nuorescent factory Ught, The 


«paust was described as a red-crangs flame, the Ughter color (orange) 
being predominent about the outer edges. , thought the flame flared 


out from a nozale in the rear which he thought he perceived, The flame 


xi¢naed some 30 to 560 feet behind the object aaa became daeper in 


[Ee ——— 


intensity (redder) and increased in length as the object pulled up into 


CGA (A014 u aki {ti Vy Fi 
cloed, No disturbance was felt from air waves, nor was there any 


‘sh or mechanical disturbance when the object passed, No sound way beari, 
Co-pilot WMRNEMl&y attention was drawn to the object bya 
ramark, His description of the — and its maneuvers was very 
vumilar to that of GMO oxcept that he did not observe s cockpit in front 


ee ee 


nox did he see any radar “snout”, His drawing and deacription also 
indiested windews or openings on the. sids. He estimated the object 
passed at greater distance than did Capt SMB Ho saw the “exhaust” 
as a parallel wide flame which appeared to come from the entire rear 


of the object rather than from a nozals never growing any wider than the 


width ef the object ttself, although he noticad the increased length of the 
Dame as tha object "pulled up", 
The night wes clear'with a bright m moon and broken cloud coverage of 
Dat 6,000 ft, Both extimatad the object to ba in sight approximately 
) 9 18 seconds, considered suificient time for experienced pilota to 
svymine wheather the “ship” was a verlaction, caused by some rare 


wate orologieal or astrvomomical phencinena -- or was a material object. 


2 


INCIDENT 


24 Jaly i949 


(¢ ; f 
aA CULE VEL 


At 2:45 ta the morning, 


the pilot nad Cocpllet of an Rastern Alzlines 
DC-3, fying BE 5,000 fogs between Mobilg and Me 


gheed a dail = red exhaust some 700 feat aboad, a little shove and to tha 


cight of the aivlinay, 


Captaia mere the pilot | 
eee ae "Look, 


Tha object approached in a alight di 


ontgomery, Alabama 


¢ 
f 


UMAciately turned te his cove-plict, 
here comes new Army jot job", 
ve, deflected a Little to the left and 


passed the plana on the right, almost level and parsitel te Night path, 
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. expression, "It is now ° subsect configurae 
tion to fly” implies that it was not le until vas written. This does 
not make sense, 


2. It is sup 
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dynamic forces. 


sted that a conclusi 
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Date ee duly 43 


CK#LIST 


Time 0230 


Location BetweenBlackstone, Va.,and Greensboro, N.C. 
Yame of observer Capt Perry 2. Mansfield 
Capt on 571/23 EAL 


Occupation of obsorvor 


Address of obsorvor 
Placo of obsormtion BetweenBlackstone, Va., end Greensboro, 
Numbor of objects. 


Distance of objoct from observer 
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Southerly 


ED FLYING OBJECTS 


At about 0230 on duly 2), 1945, Cama, pilot,ond Cantelaammayye 

‘saw what they thought was an unususl meteor. It was brighter than any 
ayer seen before and traveling in a horizontal direction, slightly 
sove the norizon. It was observed for 3 seconds before it died out, At 
no time did it appesr to travel in a downward direction. <#MRpe 2 
GRMMMPiscussed the matter that the meteor appeared to be traveling horizontally. 


At the time they were traveling between Blackstone,Va,, and Greensboro, 5. C., 
the sky was clear and the visibility unlimited. They were one magnetic 
heading of 240° and estima ted the object to be on a bearing of about 210° 
from them - that is - about 30° to the left of bheir heading. It appeared to 
be traveling in a southerly direction, above,mt close to the horizon. 


NOTE: There is a 15 minute variance in time f/this sighti 
rocket sighting at 0245 in Avkam Montgozery some ! 
distant. The time (0230) also tallies with Inc, 1! 

amepnnmagM, account of sighting a jet or rocket trai 
leaving Blackstone. 
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mTeTen PIVING oAqenTe 
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vs sn Near Blackstone, Vea., enroute to Raleigh-Durham 
ane Of observer Louis Feldvary 
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Shortly after checking Blackstone, at approx 0230, a trail was picked 
appeared to be a jet or rocket trail, The object leaving thetrail was 
traveling at terrific speed in a southwesterly direction and as nearly a 
they could estimate they calculated the degree of travel as 230° 


that 


They were on a hesding at the time of 215°. The jet or rocket treil at no 
time crossed their flight path, It wes om the distant western horizon at 


approx 20° above the horizon, The trail covered an 20° to 90° are laterally. 
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NO Ti: There is a 15 minute difference in time f/this eee (0230) to 
the rocket sighting at 0245 in MESH some 400 to 475 miles distant. 


hoateomery 
NOTE: 0230) tallies with another sighting by another pilot 
in of Blackstone, Ya., “no saw a very unusual meteor that 
ao ng of about 210° from them traveling in a 
s0 ton above but close to: the horizon, 
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AS appreximately L4cO houra, 3 October 1949, Jeptain Gaaepa, 
lamta, Ceorgia, stated that te had seem an unidentified 
which he aasumed to >a 2 secret ite VAP aim 


zy and reported ssae ta the “netern Air Lines oublis “elations ‘enresenta- 
tives asl iafaty Soard “7Mistais. 
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taster Air Linea, Atl 
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ra See 
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proxi=ately came sltitaude 24 un- 
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lesttal -benomena fone. 


‘Noatence of objent from observer )vaerver hnd Zorward and going 
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5 to 3 seaonds 
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| Project *31GN* 


This Command is desirous of obtaining 2 
somnereial aircraft flown ia the ississivei, ilabeme, 
nessee, Jlorth Varolina, <outh Carolina, Goorgia end Jlorida 
reas, om 23 and 24 July 1948, the tyne of aircraft flown, *ime 
nd place of departure, aad the Sime amd clace oF (eatination, 


Attention has deen directed to your oxfice a* Delag toe 


ost qualified to furnish this Command with the ebove information, 


Any soonerstion you may give will be greatly anmreciated. 


vorraspoacence snould Se marked Yor the attention of (61 2a0—3 
18 ladiested in the wper left-hand corner of thie letter, This 
facilitates proant handling of your communmicetioa, 
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